Vermont Department of Education
DOE Weekly Field Memo — August 4, 2010

From the Vermont Department of Education:

® Press Release: Challenges for Change School Budget Reduction Targets Released

® Memo from the Commissioner on the Use of Physical Restraint and Seclusion Rulemaking
and Guidance

® Update on Free and Reduced Price Meal Applications

® Change in Special Education Eligible Cost Rule for FY-2011

® Research-based Curricula Overview: Includes Michigan Model, Life Skills Training, Know
Your Body, Project ALERT, Project TNT, Teenage Health Teaching Modules

® Reminder: Public Comment Opportunity: Vermont State Board of Education and Vermont
Department of Education Strategic Plan Goals & Strategies for 2010-2015 (DRAFT)

® Corrected Date: NECAP Science Results Information

From the Vermont National Guard:
® ZERO TO THREE’s Coming Together Around Military Families® Duty to Care: Supporting
Young Children Through Challenging Times

Press Release: Challenges for Change School Budget Reduction Targets Released

Audience: All

The department mailed FY2012 individualized education spending reduction targets this week to each
supervisory union, supervisory district, and the three technical center districts across the state, as
required by Act 146 of 2010. Commissioner Vilaseca will be hosting a press conference August 5 at 1
p.m. See the complete press release, target figures and methodology at:
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/press_releases.htmi#targets.

Contact: Jill Remick, Communications Director, at (802) 828-3154 or jill.remick@state.vt.us

Memo from the Commissioner on the Use of Physical Restraint and Seclusion Rulemaking and
Guidance

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Special Education Coordinators

The commissioner has decided to have the proposed rules on restraint and seclusion proceed through
the regular rulemaking process. The Board will be asked to vote to initiate the rule-making process at its
August 17 meeting with the goal to vote on permanent rules sometime shortly after the beginning of the
new year. However, in the meantime, recommended guidance on how schools should handle any type of
restraint or seclusion while the rules process proceeds are being provided. View the complete memo,
guidelines and draft rules at: http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/maindept.htmi#restraint.

Contact: Susan Marks at (802) 828-0555 or susan.marks@state.vt.us

Update on Free and Reduced Price Meal Applications

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Business Managers, Independent Schools, Application
Approval and Verification Officials

View this update on the status of the 2010-2011 Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs) for the Child Nutrition
Programs. The department previously posted information on the delayed publication of the Poverty
Guidelines and the impact on Free and Reduced Price Meal Applications. Visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_nutrition/school_nutrition/program_info.html#current.
Contact: Laurie Colgan, Director, Child Nutrition Programs, at (802) 828-5153 or
laurie.colgan@state.vt.us

Change in Special Education Eligible Cost Rule for FY-2011
Audience: Superintendents, Special Education Directors, Business Managers and Principals
The State Board rules concerning eligible special education cost were changed in June effecting what
can be claimed as allowable costs for the State Special Education funding formula reimbursement. The
flexibility allowed has changed as the "core staff" provision has been eliminated. This is one of three
significant changes that will take effect with the new school year:

1. Co-teaching is an allowable special education service,

2. Staff documentation requirements are changing, and

3. 20 percent additional rule replaces core staff in allowing flexibility to provide EST and 504 services.
View the complete memo for more details at
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_finance sped.html#fm_1008.
Contact: Margaret Schelley at (802) 828-5119 or margaret.schelley@state.vt.us
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Vermont Department of Education

Research-based Curricula Overview: Includes Michigan Model, Life Skills Training, Know Your
Body, Project ALERT, Project TNT, Teenage Health Teaching Modules

Audience: Curriculum Coordinators, Tobacco Coordinators, Health Educators, SAPs

Are you unsure about which tobacco, alcohol and other drugs prevention curriculum is right for your
coalition? The choices for evidence-based curriculum can be confusing. This training will help you
understand six evidence-based curricula that can be purchased with tobacco settlement funds and decide
which one will work best for your district. To register, visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#overview 090910.

Contact: Donna McAllister at (802) 828-1636 or donna.mcallister@state.vt.us

Reminder: Public Comment Opportunity: Vermont State Board of Education and Vermont
Department of Education Strategic Plan Goals & Strategies for 2010-2015 (DRAFT)

Audience: All

Section 180 of Title 16 requires the State Board of Education to “adopt through a public process a
statewide strategic education plan to describe how the agency will help schools boards to improve
student performance” and that it is reviewed and updated every five years. This being the fifth year, the
next step is to re-form the strategic plan (mission, vision, goals, strategies) by renewing it to 1) reflect
current practice and views, 2) assure that all students graduate from high school having achieved
proficiency in reading, math, science, writing and 21st Century skill development and are prepared to
enter college or training in a career of their choosing, and 3) integrate the tenets of transformation. During
the past year, a committee of Board members and Department of Education staff members developed a
DRAFT strategic plan. We encourage you to have a discussion in your community, with colleagues,
with parents and students and share your thoughts with us using the options below. For more
information, visit the Transformation Web page. To view the plan and provide comment, visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/mainboard.html#strategic.

Contact: Carol King at (802) 828-5101 or carol.c.king@state.vt.us

Corrected Date: NECAP Science Results Information

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Science Department Chairs
Release of results from the May 2010 administration of the NECAP Science test at grades 4, 8, & 11 will
begin on September 15, 2010. A memo with further information on the release schedule, your school’s
password, and instructions for accessing results will be sent to schools in August. Science results will be
released through the NECAP Analysis and Reporting System. The system includes an interactive
component which allows school and district users to sort and filter data on a variety of reports and a
feature which allows individual teacher accounts to be created. The department and Measured Progress
will be offering a series of Science Reporting Workshops which will provide an overview of the different
types of Science reports and a detailed demonstration of the NECAP Analysis and Reporting System. To
register online, choose one of the following locations or dates:

Colchester (Sept. 16) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#workshop_colchester];
Killington (Sept. 17) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.htmi#workshop_killington];
Montpelier (Sept. 20) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.htmi#workshop montpelier]
St. Johnsbury (Sept. 20) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#workshop_stjay]
West Dover (Sept. 22) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/htmli/dept/calendar.html#workshop wdover]
Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us

From the Vermont National Guard:

ZERO TO THREE’s Coming Together Around Military Families® Duty to Care: Supporting Young
Children Through Challenging Times
Audience: School Nurses, Guidance Counselors, Preschool Educators
Coming to Vermont National Guard at the Capitol Plaza, Montpelier on November 2-3 , 2010. Free
training: special training opportunity for military and civilian health care, early childhood educators, family
support and mental health professionals supporting military families. How are very young children
affected when their family must cope with the stress, trauma or loss associated with complicated
deployments? This interactive, two-day workshop will focus on understanding how stress may affect
babies, toddlers and their families and what you can do to foster resiliency. Topics include:

® Core Needs of Infants and Toddlers

® Impact of Stress and Trauma on very young children

® Resiliency in Families
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® Collaborating with military and civilian agencies

® Professional Self Care
This training is free. Continuing Education Units will be available for social workers, nurses, counselors,
and other licensed professionals. Certificates of Attendance will be provided to all participants. Additional
information may be found at ZERO TO THREE’S Web site, http://www.zerotothree.org/military.
Registration will open on August 23, 2010.
Contact: Kathy Mulrooney, Senior Training and Consultation Specialist at (202) 425-3350 or
kmulrooney@zerotothree.org

Weekly Field Memo is Online!

The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or
jill.remick@state.vt.us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at:
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html.

Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135

NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO
NOT reply to this message.

This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-

communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still
be sent.
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